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LeBron James 2003-04 E-X Essential Credentials Now
Rookie 6 of 102

Factsheet

The 2003-04 Fleer E-X Essential Credentials Now LeBron James Rookie Card is a rare 
masterpiece, limited to just 102 copies. This version, numbered 6/102, matches his 
iconic jersey number that he was wearing later in his career, enhancing its prestige.

3 Reasons to Invest

Return Potential📈: An investment of 500 EUR could reach an estimated value of 
1,384 EUR in 5 years.
 Cost-to-Return Ratio⚖️: After deducting 2.9% in annual total costs (including exit 
fees), your net return could reach 22.6% per year.
A Piece of LeBron’s Legacy 🏀: Owning this card means holding a tangible piece of 
LeBron James’ legendary career. The 6/102 jersey-numbered rarity makes it a unique 
tribute to his championship years, symbolizing greatness, perseverance, and 
dominance. For collectors and fans, this isn’t just an investment—it’s a chance to own 
history and celebrate an icon’s enduring legacy in the basketball world.



Asset Details

Details Information

Name LeBron James 2003-04 E-X Essential Credentials 
Rookie Now

Type Sport cards

Team LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers

Condition Graded 7 by BGS (Beckett Grading Services) with two 
gem 9.5 subgrades for centering and corners (two 
most important subgrades).

Publication year 2003-04

Number of editions 6 of 102, the jersey number serial for his first two rings

Material Acetate, cardboard

Asset ID b271ff5d-8d48-4be8-8aed-694b36ac33b7

Total asset value in EUR 70,400

Purchase price in EUR 65,000

Platform fee in EUR 3,900

Storage and insurance in EUR 1,500

Number of Splints 1,408



Investment Case

Valuation Summary 📝 To ensure the competitiveness of the investment, we conducted 
a thorough verification of the purchase price by analyzing recent transactions and current 
market values on the secondary sport card market taking into consideration the jersey 
number multiple and the grading. Our analysis confirmed that the price offered, inclusive 
of all associated fees, is still highly competitive. To estimate the potential ROI, we used the 
historical performance data of the CardLadder Lebron James card index. For our 
conservative scenario, we assumed the value of the card would grow at the rate of Swiss 
inflation, reflecting a defensive approach. In the balanced scenario, we calculated 70% the 
average annual growth rate of the CardLadder Lebron James card index over past six years. 
Finally, in the ambitious scenario, we applied 90% of the historical average annual growth 
rate of the CardLadder Lebron James card index over the past six years, reflecting an 
optimistic outlook.

Exit Options at Maturity 🚪 We will manage the exit strategy on behalf of our investors, 
ensuring the best possible outcome based on market conditions at the time. Depending on 
the value of the card and the prevailing market situation, we can either sell the card 
privately to a collector or take it to auction. Both options are carefully considered, and we 
will choose the one that maximizes the return for our investors.

Why Invest in This Category? 🏀 Sports cards are an asset class that has enjoyed one of 
highest multipliers in growth over last 5 to 15 year span among alternative investment 
vehicles. Sports cards have strong fundamentals in bringing high valued licenses, age-
tested brands, universal passion of sports, and transcendent talents together in innovative 
concepts.

Why Invest in This Asset? 🏆 The sports card market has evolved into a sophisticated 
alternative investment sector, with blue-chip assets like the LeBron James 2003-04 Fleer 
E-X Essential Credentials Now Rookie Card leading the way. This card, numbered 6/102, 
carries an additional layer of prestige—matching LeBron’s jersey number during his 
championship years with the Miami Heat.

What sets this card apart is its scarcity and pedigree. Essential Credentials (EC) is one of 
the most respected and innovative card series, renowned for its acetate-cardboard fusion 
and distinctive numbering system. With only 102 copies of the “Now” version and a 1-of-1 



“Future” counterpart, this card is among LeBron’s rarest rookie collectibles. Compared to 
other elite LeBron rookie cards—like the Exquisite RPA (/99), Ultimate Auto (/250), and 
Topps Chrome Refractor—this EC offering is the rarest, making it highly sought after by 
serious collectors.

Market trends also favor this investment. Over the last decade, basketball cards featuring 
all-time greats have demonstrated strong appreciation, with top-tier rookie cards of 
Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, and LeBron James frequently setting new auction records. 
Essential Credentials has a proven market reputation, evidenced by a recent Iverson /3 sale 
at $701K and a pending Kobe /8 auction exceeding $427K.

With LeBron’s active legacy growing, his continued high-level performance in Year 22, and 
a championship-contending Lakers team, the demand for his premium collectibles is only 
increasing. This card represents an opportunity to own a rare and culturally significant 
asset in a booming sector of alternative investments.

Context in Time ⏳ LeBron James is a once-in-a-generation athlete, with a career 
spanning two decades and redefining basketball history. As the NBA’s all-time leading 
scorer, a four-time champion, and an enduring global icon, his memorabilia continues to 
attract high-end investors. With LeBron still competing at an elite level, and the sports 
card market flourishing, now is a prime moment to secure a piece of his legacy before 
demand outpaces supply.

Conclusion 🎯 This investment in the LeBron James 2003-04 Fleer E-X Essential 
Credentials Now Rookie Card (#6/102) is backed by strong market fundamentals, rarity, 
and historical appreciation trends. With a competitive purchase price and an optimized 
exit strategy, this asset offers a compelling opportunity for investors seeking exposure to 
high-value sports memorabilia. 🚀

Projection

The sport card offers high return potential. The expected annual return ranges between 
1.2% and 29.6%, depending on market conditions.

Here’s the projected value of a Splint at maturity:
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All information is provided to assist in decision-making and does not constitute investment advice. The projected estimates are based on past performance data. Please 
note that past performance is not necessarily indicative of future results. Different types of investments involve different risks and there can be no guarantee that the 
future performance of any particular investment or product referred to directly or indirectly in this investment opportunity will be profitable, achieve the relevant stated 
level of performance or be suitable for your portfolio. Due to various factors, including changing market conditions, the content may no longer reflect current opinions or 
positions.


