
3 Reasons to Invest

1998 Lotus Elise S1

Factsheet

Imagine the perfect blend of agility, heritage, and mechanical purity—the Lotus Elise 
Series 1 is not just a car, but an experience. With every drive, you feel the road, the 
engine’s pulse, and the lightweight chassis responding to your every input. This is 
automotive passion, distilled.

1.  Return Potential📈: An investment of 500 EUR is projected to be worth 
approximately 824 EUR in 4 years.

2.   Cost-to-Return Ratio⚖️: After deducting 3.7% in annual total costs (including exit 
fees), your net return could reach 13.3% per year.

3.  Rarity Meets Legacy🏎️: The Lotus Elise S1 (1996–2001) is a highly sought-after 
collector's car due to its limited production run of approximately 12,000 units. Its 
influence extends beyond Lotus, shaping the design philosophy of lightweight sports 
cars worldwide. Furthermore, many units have been lost due to accidents, track use, or 



modifications, making well-preserved, original examples increasingly rare. This 
combination of exclusivity, historical significance, and dwindling supply enhances its 
investment potential.



Asset Details

Details Information

Brand Lotus

Model Elise S1

Registration year 1998

Motor 1.8 litre

Kilometer 13,200 km

Transmission 5-speed manual gearbox

Performance 180 bhp

Asset ID 39efa689-ab99-41c2-b760-dfa239f0e6c4

Total asset value in EUR 39,600

Purchase price in EUR 35,600

Platform fee in EUR 2,150

Storage and insurance in EUR 1,850

Number of Splints 792



Investment Case

Valuation Summary 📝 To ensure the competitiveness of the investment, we conducted 

a thorough verification of the purchase price by analyzing recent transactions and current 

market values across the UK and EU. Our analysis confirmed that the price offered, 

inclusive of all associated fees, is highly competitive. To estimate the potential ROI, we 

used the historical performance data of this specific model. For our conservative scenario, 

we assumed the value of the car would grow at the rate of Swiss inflation, reflecting a 

defensive approach. In the balanced scenario, we calculated 90% of the average historical 

4-year growth rate. Finally, in the ambitious scenario, we calculated 100% of the average 

historical 4-year growth rate.

Exit Options at Maturity 🚪 We will manage the exit strategy on behalf of our investors, 

ensuring the best possible outcome based on market conditions at the time. Depending on 

the car's value and the prevailing market situation, we can either sell the car privately to a 

collector or take it to auction.

Why Invest in This Category? 🚗 Investing in classic and high-performance cars offers a 

unique blend of financial growth and tangible enjoyment. Unlike traditional assets, rare 

and iconic automobiles appreciate due to limited supply, historical significance, and 

growing collector demand. Cars provide portfolio diversification and act as a hedge against 

inflation. With strong auction results and increasing global interest, well-preserved 

models, particularly with unique specifications, continue to generate impressive returns 

while delivering an unmatched ownership experience.

Why Invest in This Asset? 💎 The Lotus Elise Series 1 represents a unique investment 

opportunity within the classic sports car market. Its lightweight design, raw driving 

experience, and historical significance make it a highly desirable asset among collectors. 

Limited to under 12,000 units, with many lost to time due to accidents or modifications, 

well-preserved examples are increasingly rare. This particular model, with only 8,200 miles 

on the odometer (approximately 300 miles per year), is a standout investment due to its 

exceptionally low mileage and unmodified condition. Unlike modern cars burdened by 



safety and emissions regulations, the Series 1 Elise remains a pure, lightweight driving 

machine, ensuring sustained collector interest. The car's revolutionary bonded aluminum 

chassis, minimalist interior, and mid-engine layout contribute to its enduring appeal. With 

increasing demand and limited supply, the value trajectory for well-preserved Elise S1 

models is likely to remain strong, particularly for rare specifications in factory-original 

condition. As classic cars continue to appreciate in value, the Elise Series 1 holds potential 

as both a nostalgic collector's item and a financially rewarding investment.

Context in Time ⏳ The Series 1 Elise debuted in 1996 at a time when lightweight, analog 

sports cars were becoming rare due to increasing regulations and consumer demand for 

comfort and technology. Lotus, known for its purist approach to driving, created the Elise 

as a response to this shift, embracing a back-to-basics philosophy that prioritized handling 

over outright power. This approach made the Elise stand out, offering an unfiltered driving 

experience that has become increasingly sought after as modern cars grow heavier and 

more reliant on electronic aids. With later models unable to replicate the Series 1’s ultra-

lightweight construction due to stricter crash regulations, the original Elise remains a one-

of-a-kind offering.

Conclusion 🎯 The Lotus Elise Series 1 is more than a car—it’s a rare piece of automotive 

history with growing collector demand. With limited supply, strong appreciation potential, 

and an unparalleled driving experience, it offers both emotional and financial rewards. 

Investing now secures a stake in a truly irreplaceable icon.

Projection

The Ferrari offers high return potential. The expected annual return ranges between 1.2% 
and 15.1%, depending on market conditions.

Here’s the projected value of a Splint at maturity:



All information is provided to assist in decision-making and does not constitute investment advice. The projected estimates are based on past performance data. Please 
note that past performance is not necessarily indicative of future results. Different types of investments involve different risks and there can be no guarantee that the 
future performance of any particular investment or product referred to directly or indirectly in this investment opportunity will be profitable, achieve the relevant stated 
level of performance or be suitable for your portfolio. Due to various factors, including changing market conditions, the content may no longer reflect current opinions or 
positions.
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